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“Child Labor and poverty are
inevitably bound together and of you
continue to use the labor of children
as the treatment for the social disease
of poverty, you will have both
poverty and child labor to the end of

time”

-Grace Abbott
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!)urmg the Industrial Revolution, early 19th century, child labor increased and child
in school decreased due to families’ socioeconomic status. o . l
‘jCh\\dron being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to serious hazards and
\Hnes$cs and/or left to fend for themselves. Forms of extreme child labor existed throughout
American history until the 1930s. In particular, child labor was rife during the American
Industrial Revolution (1820-1870). Industrialization attracted workers and their families from
m?'ms and rural areas into urban areas and factory work. In factories and mines, children were
often preferred as employees, because owners viewed them as more manageable, cheaper, and
less likely to strike.”

-Virginia Commonwealth University
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The lack of child labor laws regulations made it harder to hold companies accountable

for the unsafe conditions children worked in.
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In response to her desire to help others and to the e
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abuses of immigrant rights and child labor, Grace -

Abbott began her work in American social welfare in el

1917. Abbott’s work, such as Social Security and co‘éj
an

UNICEF, brought reform and change to America’s
immigration and labor system that is still in use
today. Her creation of many policies included
protecting the unprotected, and broke many
gendered barriers for herself, and ethnic and age
barriers for others, that were implemented during
her time.
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The Abbott family is a well-known Nebraskan family for all
of their social work, taking part in historical movements of
the United States.
“Itis no surprise that Grace Abbott grew up to be an activist
and social reformer. She was born on November 17, 1878 in
Grand Island, Nebraska, into a family of activists. Her father
was a leader in state politics, and her mother took partin the
Underground Railroad (helping to free slaves) and the
woman's suffrage movement (helping women earn the right to
vote).”

-America’s Library, Library of Congress

Child labor and poverty are inevitably
bound together and if you continue to
use the labor of children as the
treatment for the social disease of
poverty, you will have both poverty and
child labor to the end of time.

— Grace Abbstt —
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Grace did follow through with her family’s footsteps.
“After attending the Grand Island Baptist College, Miss Abbott
briefly taught high school in Grand Island and Broken Bow. She
left Nebraska in 1907 to pursue graduate study in law at the
University of Chicago, but her developing interestin social
work led her to stop with a Ph.M. in 1909. She took up
residency at Jane Addams' Hull House in 1908, and that same
year, she became director of the Immigrants' Protective
League, organized to protect immigrants from exploitationand

to help them adjust to American life. She ¢ ontinued as director |
until 1917, For several years, she also taughtat the University

of Chicago and the Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy.”

| -University of Chicago

The Abbott family is a well-known Nebraskan family for all
of their social work, taking part in historical movements of
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“To me there was something
about Grace Abbott which
always suggested Joan of Arc."
-U.S Representative, Edward
Keating 1939
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“They are the ]olu&eatcrs.,.who.
| prefer to live in a gray twilight in
which there is neither victory nor
defeat. It is impossible for them to |
“umlers(;md: that to have had a part in
|the struggle-to have done what one
'could-is in itself the reward of effort
and the comfort in defeat.”

-Grace Abbott, 1930

immigrants

“They are the lotus-eaters, who
'prefer to live in a gray twilight in
‘which there is neither victory nor
defeat. It is impossible for them to
'understand: that to have had a part in
the struggle-to have done what one
could-is in itself the reward of effort
and the comfort in defeat.”
-Grace Abbott, 1930
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FROM RELIEF
TO SOCIAL SECURITY

The Development of the
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STUDENT COMPOSED TEXT: LEFT

|. During the Industrial Revolution, early 19t century, child labor increased and children in school decreased due to
families’ socioeconomic status.

2. The lack of child labor law regulations made it harder to hold companies accountable for the unsafe conditions
children worked in.

3. After discovering this information, Abbott became the director, and later chief, at the Children’s Bureau.There,
Abbott documented many of her findings in her book “The Child and the State”, cataloging number of children
working, differences in state child labor laws, and comparing other countries labor laws. Through her work, Abbott
was able to pass milestones in social welfare in the U.S.

4. Abbott’s work (1920s) focused on child welfare in the U.S., with achievements of,

Headings:

|. Children
2. Context
3. HerWork

4. Impact



STUDENT COMPOSED TEXT: CENTER

|. In response to her desire to help others and to the abuses of immigrant rights and child labor, Grace Abbott began
her work in American social welfare in 1917. Abbott’s work, such as Social Security and UNICEF, brought reform
and change to America’s immigration and labor system that is still in use today. Her creation of many policies
included protecting the unprotected, and broke many gendered barriers for herself, and ethnic and age barriers for
others, that were implemented during her time.

2. The Abbot family is a well-known Nebraskan family for all of their social work, taking part in historical movements
of the United States.

3. Grace did follow through with her family’s footsteps.

Headings:
|. Thesis
2. Background



STUDENT COMPOSED TEXT: RIGHT

|. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, many immigrants came to the U.S. seeking haven, economically or politically,
only to be welcomed by a wave of discrimination.

2. Immigrants lack protection from and by laws, leading to many harms from just their existence.

3. In response to harms against immigrants, Abbott began to reform the American system through tracking trends.

4. Abbott did not let her gender stop her form accomplishing her goals, nor the race of those she was aiming to
help.

5. Grace Abbott worked passionately to improve the quality of life for the immigrant population. Her achievements
in improving the immigrant lifestyle include:

Headings:

|. Immigrants
2. Context

3. Her Work

4. Impacts



STUDENT COMPOSED TEXT: BOTTOM

|. Grace Abbott broke many barriers for herself and other in being,

2. And her legacy,

3. Ms. Abbott, as head of both the Immigrants’ Protective League (1908-1921) and the U.S. Children’s
Bureau (1921-1934), led to decisive fights against child labor in coal mines and courts of law across the
U.S., championing children’s rights. Her efforts helped to save thousands of children’s immigrants’ loved
and improve those of millions more. Grace Abbott’s trailblazing social service work lead the way to the
creation of the Social Security Act and the United Nations’ UNICEF program. Nicknamed “The Mother
of America’s 43 Million Children” by the press, Grace was also the first woman in American history to be
nominated for a Presidential cabinet post and the first person sent to represent the U.S. at a committee
of the League of Nations. She is best known for her often-quoted credo:“Justice for all children is the
high ideal in a democracy.”

Headings:
|. Broken Barriers
2. Conclusion
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Process Paper

The way in which I chose my topic was by doing research on local Nebraskans that
caused a great change to the way that the United States functions. I kept in mind that I did want
to find a female rather than a male to show gender barriers broken. I stumbled upon Grace
Abbott through the University of Lincoln-Nebraska archives, and upon doing more research, that
she was exactly what I was looking for. Her family is well known for working in social welfare,
and she herself did so to. She was passionate about child welfare and immigrants rights,
something that I am passionate about too, and was the one who created many policies that are
still in place today, such as the Social Security Act and UNICEF, which are things that affect me
today.

The way in which I conducted my research was first by getting a brief summary of what
she did and why she matters in history. There I discovered that she was heavily involved in child
labor and immigrants’ rights during the early 19th century. This led to me dividing my work into
two parts: immigrants and children. This allowed me to break down each of the topics, and made
my research much more focused in terms of impacts, her solutions, and other relevant outside
information. I also read the three books that she published that documented her work and her
arguments.

I selected the exhibit because it is one that [ was confident in my skills to make, and
knew that I liked to do more hands on work rather than create a project on a computer screen.
The way in which I created my project was by first drawing out exactly how I wanted my poster
to look and how I wanted to organize it. I then started to slowly gather supplies and build it piece
by piece, and made sure that all my information was cohesive and easy to read, along with
making them easily removed for future changes.

Grace Abbott relates to breaking barriers because she was many firsts in American
history. She was the first woman to be appointed to the president’s cabinet, the first to be sent as
U.S. representative at the committee at the League of Nations, and she created policies that
protected children and immigrants, who had no say in politics at that time. She also created
policies such as UNICEF and Social Security to help make sure that the laws are being checked
back upon, one of firsts in increased government involvement by the people.
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