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With his non-patented polio vaccine, Jonas Salk conquered Polio. With his
inactive vaccine, he prevented deaths and disabilities that had been produced by the
Polio disease. We didn’t know much about polio when we started looking into subjects.
At first we thought of choosing Henry Ford because of all of the barriers he broke
including the assembly line and his practice of paying everyone the same wage. We
picked Jonas Salk, and the elimination of polio, because that made an incredible impact
on history. Interestingly before our project was complete, the coronavirus made the fight
against polio very timely.

Jonas Salk broke many barriers in his career. He and his colleagues found a
vaccine for influenza, then developed the polio vaccine. No one knew what caused polio
or how to stop it. The barriers it threw up seemed impossible to break. Salk broke
through those barriers. He did not patent the vaccine which made it available at a
reasonable cost. He defended his breakthrough, both against a company that didn’t
follow his instructions and another vaccine that was cheaper but more dangerous.
Jonas Salk constructed the Salk Institute to break other medical barriers and for the
“‘betterment of the world.” This facility was a center for scientists to conduct experiments
based on deadly diseases. Before he died he conducted research on AIDS, cancer, and
multiple sclerosis.

We chose to do a documentary because of our interest in technology and
cinematography. We believed we could use a documentary to educate others about the
vaccine and polio. We found dozens of pictures and several primary videos. A former
HD student who did a project allowed us to access her interviews with polio victims and
a local doctor. We intended to interview the polio victim ourselves, but school was shut
down. We were able to interview Peter Salk, Peter Salk’s son. That was a great
experience.

We started our project by getting an overall knowledge of Jonas Salk and the first
Polio vaccine. We then went more in depth with the time period, and how life was in the
early 1950’s. We then watched interviews by former state and National History Day
contestants with Dr. Alderman, a local physician who dealt with polio and local polio
victims. Those interviews gave us a first-person idea about how terrifying polio was and
what the polio vaccine really meant to people. We interviewed Peter Salk by face-timing
him then screen-shot our interview. We learned the video-editing program, then built our
video. Unfortunately, they closed our school before we had time to compress; then we
lost all our sound. We redid the sound on a separate computer, then sent the sound to a
central computer. We used zoom meeting and the screen capability so that we could all
look at and make changes in our video. Lastly we found music that fit our story. This
year’'s theme is breaking barriers. We broke some of our own barriers to get the project
done.
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