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Process Paper 

  My sister did National History Day last year and got to Nationals, so I was excited knowing I 

would get to do it! When deciding my topic, I was told to choose a topic I was passionate about. So, I 

thought about for a while and found it. I choose Walt Disney and his breakthrough in animation. I have 

always wondered how the Disney Movies I watched work and how they weren’t real humans. I wanted to 

learn more, and I wanted to see how it works, and who created it? I really was passionate about this 

subject and glad I choose it! 

I think the hardest part of this project was the research and, I had my ways to create an easier way 

to conduct the research. I of course first used the data bases (Britannica, Gale, etc.) and saved the links 

into my notebook to cite and annotate later. I then started using a few websites and a lot of books, and 

books were helpful for primary source’s imagery for the use in my documentary. I then started to find 

images of Walt Disney and videos from his film so that I could have a good difference in the imagery on 

the screen. After this I started annotating and citing all my sources on noodles tools to organize them. 

This might have been the biggest time-consuming part of the research. 

When deciding my category, I had to think about what would make me want to keep working on 

this. I thought about how my brother and I use to make homemade movies on the app iMovie and that is 

when it had hit me that a documentary might be perfect for me! I decided that I would make this a fun and 

interesting project because I love video editing and animation. I really think that choosing the 

documentary category was right for me because it kept me interested and wanting to do more. 

I created my project/documentary on the iMovie app automatically installed on Apple laptops. I 

thought it would be easiest to create something on a platform I have already used before. Using a platform 

that I knew how to use also made it more fun to do because I got to explore the app a little more of what 

looks best for the style and what I like to do. I think iMovie is a good system to use for History Day 

because it keeps it organized and fun to do. 

The title of my project I Walt Disney: A breakthrough in Animation, and I wanted my title to 

clearly state that it broke barriers. I made sure that it broke barriers because that was the them, and I could 

not have a project not relating to the theme. Walt Disney also broke barriers in animation in many ways. 

The ways he broke barriers was by using color and by using sound in his cartoon. That is how he broke 

animation barriers. 
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