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How We Chose Our Topic:  
After we decided to participate in National History Day, we began research online to choose our topic. 
We wanted to study something that affected our area of the Omaha Metro vicinity. Through a news video, 
we stumbled upon the Mergens v. Westside Community Schools Supreme Court case. This case intrigued 
us because it was about a local girl who decided to challenge a school district to gain religious freedom. 
We started researching and soon discovered that we wanted to use this Supreme Court case to show how 
one student changed history. 
 

How We Conducted Our Research: 
We started by learning details about the case and trying to find people who were involved. We reached 
out to Westside Public Schools, but no contact was returned. We found connections that led us to 
Professor Duncan, professor of Constitutional Law at University of Nebraska. We were able to set up a 
phone interview, which helped us discover more intricate details about the case. As we continued to look 
for sources, we discovered our school reading teacher’s brother, Gary Hoyt, was involved in this case as 
Mergen’s pastor. We contacted Pastor Hoyt and interviewed him in person. During this interview we were 
able to FaceTime Bridget Mergens herself and ask some of our questions. We then reached out to her 
again to conduct a phone interview. This interview was an important part in our project and helped us 
gain a wider perspective about the case. All of these pieces helped us create our documentary.  
 

How We Selected Our Presentation Category and Created Our Project: 
We started by creating a website, but it was not a good match for our topic.  We wanted something more 
personal due to the fact that we felt a connection to this case. We did some research on the other project 
categories and figured out which option would represent our project the best. Our final decision was a 
documentary because it allowed us to communicate the topic through audio and visuals. To begin our 
documentary, we created a script and started piecing interviews and other information we have gathered 
together to form our documentary titled: Mergens v. Westside Community Schools: Opening the Door to 
Religious Freedom in Public Schools.  
 

How Our Project Relates to the National History Day Theme: 
Bridget Mergens demonstrated that just one person can make a difference. All Mergens wanted was a 
Christian Bible study club that could be held on her school's campus. This case broke a barrier in history 
because she was willing to stand up for her religion and what she believed in against those who thought 
religion didn't belong in schools. She fought through hardship to gain a freedom that was important to her 
and students all over. Mergens made it possible for students just like her to participate in school Bible 
study clubs in schools nationwide.  Who knows where religion in schools would be today if not for 
Bridget Mergens? 
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-In our interviews we asked if this case was in court today would it be the same outcome 

and this image is used to represent what year we are in now. 



 

“Supreme Court Upholds Controversial Traffic Stop by Police.” Fox News, 6 Apr. 2020, 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/supreme-court-upholds-traffic-stop-by-police-in-searc

h-and-seizure-case. 

-The Supreme Court is the last place this case is seen. This is where Mergens finally won 

the right to have a Christian club in her school. 

“Garyhoyt.” Twitter, Mar. 2009, 

 https://twitter.com/garyhoyt. 

-Gary Hoyt was Bridget Mergens youth pastor in high school. He is one of our major 

interviews, and provided us with a lot of insight about the case. 

“The Supreme Court Building.” The Supreme Court of the United State, 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/courtbuilding.aspx. 

-This is a picture of the supreme court. The main portion of this case was spent in the 

supreme court. 

“Person Climbing on Cliff Digital Wallpaper HD Wallpaper.” Wallpaper Flare, 

https://www.wallpaperflare.com/person-climbing-on-cliff-digital-wallpaper-wallpaper-14

1752. 

-Bridget Mergens pushed through everything to do what she thought was right. This 

picture represents her hard work. 

 

 



 

“Westside School District to Eliminate Elementary Spanish.” The Flightline, 

https://skuttcatholicflightline.com/10776/news/westside-public-schools-to-defund-spanis

h-programs/ 

-This picture is to represent who Bridget brought her proposal to after she was denied to 

have the club by her principal. 


