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How we chose our topic and how it relates to the theme 

 We chose our topic when we visited the Lewis and Clark Visitor Center in our town. We 

both became very interested in the expedition and its lasting effect on the United States. After 

researching our topic more, we both realized Sacajawea’s importance in the expedition related to 

the theme more than Lewis and Clark’s contribution. Without her communicating with the 

Native Americans, understanding of the land, and knowledge of survival, the whole expedition 

would have failed.  

How we conducted our research 

 First we began to research the topic to get a better understanding of the expedition. We 

looked up several websites to gain background on our topic. We then interviewed Doug Friedli 

and visited the Missouri River Basin Lewis and Clark Visitor Center in town. Finally, we read 

the Lewis and Clark’s journals to find details and dates of the expedition. 

How we created our project 

 We created our project by listing what we felt we needed to have in our video. Then we 

added how long each slide should be and of what it should consist. From there, we continued to 

estimate the time to fit within the 10 minute limit and then came up with the final plan for the 

video.  

Our historical argument  

 Sacajawea was the key to the Corps of Discovery’s success. In several instances, 

Sacajawea’s skills proved very useful. Her knowledge of the land, wildlife, and food helped the 

expedition in many ways. She spoke several Native American languages, including Shoshone. 

Although her work greatly helped the Corps of Discovery, she didn’t get recognized for her 

service until very recently. 



How our topic was significant in history  

 Sacajawea’s communications with the Native Americans helped Lewis and Clark have 

peaceful relations with them and allowed them to gain their trust. She Lewis and Clark find their 

way through the harsh terrain. With her help, they were able to create maps that would be used 

for years to come. She was an essential part of the expansion of the United States. 
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